
The Spring Holidays are over. 
Nathan’s parents, Keith and 
Jennifer, and his uncle, 
Stephen, visited us for the full 
two weeks of the Spring 
Holidays. They arrived in 
Osaka on the 26th of March 
and as usual my Uncle Takashi 
drove us to the airport to 
collect them in his vehicle. 
(Four year old Natan’el called 
him “Uncle Taxi!”. The 
Japanese word Takashi 
innocently sounded like “taxi” 
to four year old Natan’el’s 
ears. We burst out laughing 
because it was very well 
named. Since then it is very 
tempting for all of us to call 
him so.) 

As I mentioned in the 
previous newsletter, I 
assigned jobs to my three 
students, Natan’el for his 
Grandpa, Setsuli for her 
Grandma and Nathan for his 
Uncle to become personal 
interpreters. My three 

apprentice interpreters did 
their practical homework very 
well during the Spring 
holidays and I did not have to 
interpret as much as I would 
normally have done. We took 
them to Himeji Castle that is 
designated as both a National 
Treasure and World Heritage 
site and learnt about the 
castle. It has many defensive 
traps since it was used as a 
war castle in the time of the 
Samurai.  

They did a lot more walking 
and riding of trains than in 
their everyday lives in 
Australia. They occasionally 
traveled around Osaka City by 
themselves. Every second day 
they needed a slow morning, 
however, they managed to 
see Sakura that were 
blooming early in the very 
warm weather that was a 
bonus of Spring in Osaka this 
year. They attended our 
church's Sunday services and 
shared Australian culture by 
eating lots of hot cross buns 
on Easter Sunday together 
with the congregation. The 
buns became very popular 
among our brothers and 
sisters here.  

Setsuli tuned 11 and she 
wanted to visit Nara Park that 
is famous for deer. She was 
bitten by one of them but she 
still enjoyed feeding them. 

School life 
The new school year started in 
the second week of April. 
Natan’el entered into his 
middle school and we found 
that his home class teacher 
teaches English. That relieved 

me a little. He is a Japanese 
man but at least Natan’el and 
he can communicate in 
English. However, middle 
school study is much harder 
than primary school. There are 
more and more Chinese 
characters to learn and they 
learn time-oriented and group-
oriented school life. Natan’el 
had his first overnight school 
camp and enjoyed doing things 
together with his classmates. 
He also had his first exams 
that are regularly held twice a 
term. He did not have enough 
time to go through to end of 
the paper. He needs to put a 
lot of effort into his practice of 

Why, ‘Go Osaka’? 
This newsletter has been 
named ‘Go Osaka!’ Why is that? 

In Japanese, the short-form 
word for Australia sounds like 
our English word ‘go’. Japanese 
are as fond of a good pun as 
many Aussies so we decided to 
create a bilingual pun! 

There is, however, a deeper 
meaning. Our ministry in Japan 
depends on building 
partnership between our Aussie 
supporters and the Osaka 
Christian Church. It is, 
therefore, an ‘Australia–Osaka’ 
partnership (which is the 
meaning of the Japanese 
writing in our masthead.)
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Thanksgiving 
• No sickness and no injuries while Nathan’s parents 

and uncle visited Osaka. 
• Natan’el started his life at a middle school. 
• Nathan passed level 2 this month and can go to level 

3. 
• All the outreach events for children during Spring 

were successful. 
• God has brought ten new people to our church since 

we moved to Osaka. 

Petition 
• that Nathan will have a safe trip to Australia for 

attending the General Assembly of PCQ and a 
wedding 

• that the Australian Dollar exchange rate that has 
been up and down will rise and will keep steady 
against the Japanese Yen 

• that Natan’el will be able to read sentences better so 
that he can deal with exams during each term (From 
the 27th until the 29th of June this term.)  

• that our financial support will be in full so that 
Nathan does not need to do IT work.

For your prayers
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reading and understanding the 
questions.  

It seems that Setsuli enjoyed a 
much smoother start to this 
new school year. She does not 
need much help from me to do 
her everyday homework. She 
enjoys classes such as drawing 

and manual arts, PE, and 
home economics (cooking and 
sewing) where she can create 
something without using the 
Japanese language. 

Nathan struggled with his sore 
neck again although it was 
much improved from last term. 

He found that he was not 
young anymore that he could 
not fill his brain with new 
things so easily. However, with 
God’s help he managed to pass 
level 2. 

A young Australian lady from 
Melbourne turned up at our 
church one Sunday morning in 
March saying, “I am looking 
for a Presbyterian Church.” I 
was very thrilled to hear that! 
She is an exchange student to 
one of the universities in 
Osaka to study Japanese for a 
year. Her minister, who is 
presently the Moderator 
General of the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia, told her to 
come to our Osaka Church if 
she would be studying in 
Osaka. Now she has been a 
part of the church since. 

Six children attended our 
children’s outreach event, 
Crayon, in March. They learned 
about the miraculous catch 
from Luke’s Gospel and made 
many Origami fish to 
remember that. 

Our church held a two day 
Spring Holiday Bible School for 
the first time. Our church had 
not held any Bible Camps in 
school holidays for many, 
many years.  Kashiba Megumi 
Pressie Church from Nara 
Prefecture joined with us and 
six children attended. The 
theme was "Become disciples 

of Jesus". It was 
targeted at our 
church’s Sunday 
School children 
to commit to 
Christ. On Day 1, 
the children 
made fried 
noodles for lunch 
and some ice-
cream for 
afternoon tea 
together. On Day 2, 
Kashiba Megumi Pressie 
brought four more children 
and they all did the last study 
session together. After that we 
went on a picnic to a park by 
car. It was about an hour's 
drive each way. We played 
soccer, badminton and saw 
Sakura (cherry blossoms). It 
was a lot of fun and the Bible 
School was successful.  

Four children attended Crayon 
in April. They learnt “Jesus 
commands the storm” from 
Luke’s Gospel and made 
"stained glass” craft with 
cellophane. One boy was very 
excited to attend. They used 
various colours of cellophane 
to express the sky of before or 
after the storm. 

On a public holiday in early 
May, our church organised a 
retreat and nineteen people 
attended. We learnt the history 
of Presbyterian Church of 
Japan and how own 
congregation started in Osaka. 
Many Japanese Christians work 
longer hours and their lives are 
not flexible enough to allow 
meeting during the week. 
Many of our church people 
meet only on Sundays but  
they were able to have 
fellowship all day and enjoyed 
it very much at this retreat. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Tomoko Stewart, Osaka.
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